CLOSING THE SECOND CIRCLE 


If the number of autonomous-aesthetic phenomena that 

can be brought into existence by the conscious analyti- 
cal mind of man were not infinite how much time would 
have passed after man began--at the end of the last ice 
age--to create works of art (all other things being 
equal) before the human mind would have created all of 
the artworks that can be brought into existence by the 
conscious analytical mind of man? Why is it that some 
people believe that the number of autonomous-aesthetic 
phenomena that can be created by the mind of man is 
finite? Who are those people who believe that the num- 
ber of autonomous-aesthetic phenomena that can be brought 
into existence by the mind of man is finite and that the 
last of those phenomena was brought into existence say 
during that period when the Roman empire was flourishing 
or during that period when Edward VII was King of England? 
Who are those people who believe that the number of au- 
tonomous-aesthetic phenomena that can be brought into 
existence by the conscious analytical mind of man is 
finite and that all of those phenomena have not yet been 
brought into existence? What are some of the other be- 
liefs of those people who believe that the number of 
autonomous-aesthetic phenomena that can be brought into 
existence by the mind of man is finite and that all of 
those phenomena have not yet been brought into existence? 
Is it not possible that they also believe that twentieth- 
century man for example is ethically and aesthetically 
superior to say the ancient Greeks? If the number of 
autonomous-aesthetic phenomena that can be brought into 
existence by the conscious analytical mind of man were 
not infinite and if all of those phenomena had been 
brought into existence by the year 1000 say and if all 
of those phenomena were extant in the year 1200 how 
would those phenomena have been regarded by the imper- 
fectly educated medieval Christian? by the educated 
medieval Christian? If the number of autonomous-aes- 
thetic phenomena that can be brought into existence by 
the conscious analytical mind of man were not infinite 
and if all of those phenomena had been brought into exis- 
tence by the year 1800 say and if all of those phenomena 
were at present extant how would they be regarded by the 
imperfectly educated nouveau riche? If the number of 
works of art that can be created by the human mind were 
not infinite is it not true that after that time when 

the human mind had created all of the works of art which 
it is capable of creating that all extant works of art 
neither would nor could have been/be regarded by any 
spectator whatsoever as autonomous-aesthetic phenomena? 





